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KOPEC HAPPY CAMPER

My name is Armand
L. Rogado. | come
from the United
States. I'm an elec-
trical and control in-
strumentation

engineer and | work

20|27 H|0f M 2| MAE ZHAH

for Bechtel, a global
leader in engineering, procurement, construction and
project management. Headquartered in Frederic, Mary-
land, Bechtel has offices around the world.

| am supporting the Shin-Kori Units 3 & 4 performing sys-
tem electrical and control instrumentation independent
design verification. To verify that safety related systems
and structures are appropriately designed, and that de-
sign requirements are adequately incorporated. Sandiand
| also volunteered to help KOPEC engineers to learn the
basics of speaking English during their lunch time.

| have my PWR & BWR System Technical Advisor (STA)
certification from Fort Calhoun Nuclear Power Plant in
Omaha, Nebraska. My home isin Las Vegas, Nevada, but
I have been living in Korea for the past 17 months with my
wife Sandi.

We moved into a high-rise three bedroom apartment in
Donga Solecity, close to KOPEC office 25 miles south of
Seoul, which is surrounded by a phalanx of high-rise
buildings. Most weekends, my wife and | walked to one of

Armand L. Rogado

the local downtown areas for a Korean feast. We walked
to Samcheondong for sam gyeop sal or to Insadong for
yang nyeom ge Jang or to Myeondong for bul dak

Downtown Seoul is an infinite maze of neon signs and
high-rise buildings and faces, faces, faces. To survive on
the street, you have to master something | call the Seoul
ballet. This means you flow through oncoming waves of
Korean bodies without ever bumping into them. You keep
your eyes straight ahead while you continuously twist and
turn to slide into a new space.

We had to admit to ourselves that it had been hard ad-
Justing to life the first few months. At night, my wife and |
would be at a restaurant and things would be much dif-
ferent. Our chopsticks would be flying, we didn't under-
stand the language going on around us, and we weren't
able to fathom the simple miracle of how we came to be
sitting there, but we did feel as if we belong.

Outside work, my wife and | were invited to play my saxo-
phone in a live cafe with fellow KOPEC saxophone players
and we enjoyed it very much.

We will always treasure the love and care bestowed upon
us by the electrical and control system engineering group.
We are very happy to live and work here in Korea and ex-
perience the culture. Korea has become our second
home and we cherish the fond memories and the won-
derful people we call our Korean family.
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