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L= KOPEC2!

Mabuhay!

Antonio Cua

Mabuhay! a famous Filipino greeting and our official slogan
when we acknowledge VIPs like you now reading my simple
message of HELLO.

| was born in Manila, Philippines and graduated as a Me-
chanical Engineer before migrating to the US in 1980. | am
married to Carmen “Ging” Curso, for more than 30 years
and blessed with four children, three of whom also now en-
gineers and a psychologist. We call Sacramento our home.
City of Sacramento, a two hour drive north of San Francisco,

is the state capital of California.

Presently, | am assigned to Shin-Kori Nuclear Power Plant
Units 3 & 4 Project as Power Plant Design Reviewer /
Checker from Bechtel Power Nuclear Division headquar-
tered in Frederick, Maryland. In this capacity, my main task
Is to provide technical support for Plant Design project teams
as needed on day-to-day basis. Other activities include prob-
lem solving, calculations, review of plant layoutand arrange-
ments, vendor drawings interface, coordination with other
plant design department engineers, provided solutions and
clarifications to challenging condition by means of 3D pro-
gram. Model images taken from this program are used for
discussions resulting in a successful outcome with full com-
plement of safety features and consider a model for other

nuclear power plant arrangement.

Since we arrived last June 15, 2008, Korea seems to surprise
us with more reasons than one. Here are some of my own

observations:

» KOPEC engineers are very dedicated and well advance in their
knowledge of nuclear power plant design conceptandare con-
sidered world class professionals in the nuclear power gener-
ating application.

» Koreansare religious. Churches are everywhere and that only
shows how religious Koreans are. My wife and | are dedicated
Catholics and we are very happy to attend Catholic Masses here
without difficulty.

» Koreans are high-tech people. Every one seems to have a cell
phone with built-in internet or small screen to watch TV or
movies on the move even inside the subway tunnels deep at
the heart of Seoul. Internet services are top quality and several
times faster than | used to have. Computers and electronic
gadgets are cutting edge wonders. The younger generations
really love these things.

» Koreans care for Mother Nature. Everything in the fast food
areas we have visited used stainless steel from chopstick to
glass and ceramic plates. No disposable service items like
plastic spoons, forks, and plates are served. After eating, one
has to attend to his food tray separating or segregating excess
food from the aluminum cans to bottles, papers, and obeying
simple act of personal responsibility like an instinct.

» Korea's high speed train the KTX, was a wonderful adventure
whenwe took itall the way to Busan. Public transportation sys-
tem is very efficientand everyone is enjoying the rides. No graffiti
orfoul smellin and around the public rest rooms and subways
and are very secure place even to go shopping.

» Koreans are wonderful people. They are helpful to strangers;
very respectful and bow a lot of time to people older than they
are; with their male teenagers rich or poor alike ready to defend
their country by joining the military training for two years.

Korea is truly an experience that will linger in our life-stories
for the many years to come! KOPEC, thanks for the mem-

ories!

Mabuhay!

Antonio Cua
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